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Biden to keep Powell as Fed chair, Brainard gets vice chair 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden said Mon- 
day he is nominating Jer- 
ome Powell for a second 
four-year term as Federal 
Reserve chair, endors- 
ing his stewardship of the 
economy through a bru- 
tal pandemic recession in 
which the Fed's ultra-low 
rate policies heloed bolster 
confidence and revitalize 
the job market. 

Biden also said he would 
nominate as vice chair Lael 
Brainard, the lone Demo- 
crat on the Fed's Board of 
Governors and the pre- 
ferred alternative to Powell 
among many progressives. 
His decision strikes a note 
of continuity and bipar- 
tisanshio at a time when 
surging inflation is burden- 
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ing households and raising 
risks to the economy's re- 
covery. In backing Powell, 
a Republican who was el- 
evated fo his post by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, Biden 
brushed aside complaints 
from progressives that the 
Fed has weakened bank 
regulation and has been 
slow to take account of cli- 
mate change in its supervi- 
sion of banks. 

“When our country was he- 
morrhaging jobs last year, 
and there was panic in 
our financial markets, Jay's 
steady and decisive lead- 
ershio heloed to stabilize 
markets and put our econ- 
omy on track to a robust 
recovery,’ Biden said, using 
Powell's nickname. 


Continued on next page 
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Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell speaks after President Joe Biden announced Powell's 

nomination for a second four-year term as Federal Reserve chair, during an event in the South 

Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington, Monday, Nov. 22, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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Daimari Water Villas - price $ 453K 
Turn key, 1.093 to 2.277 sf, 2 & 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 & 3.5 bathrooms 


Luxury Villas - price $ 788K 
2.345 sf, 3 bedrooms 

3.5 bathrooms - private pool 
garage 
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Located in front of Holiday Inn, walking distance from high rise hotels. Shops and Restaurants are open till 10PM 
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Continued from Front 

InN a second term that be- 
gins in February, Powell 
would face a difficult and 
high-risk balancing = act: 
Inflation has reached a 
three-decade high, caus- 
ing hardships for millions of 
families, clouding the re- 
covery and undercutting 
the Fed's mandate to keep 
prices stable. But with the 
economy still 4 million-plus 
jobs shy of Its pre-cpandem- 
ic level, the Fed has yet to 
meet its other mandate of 
maximizing employmert. 
Next year, the Fed is widely 
expected to begin raising 
its benchmark interest rate, 
with financial markets pric- 
ing in at least two increas- 
es. If if moves too slowly to 
raise rates, inflation may 
accelerate further and 
force the central bank to 
take more draconian steps 
later to rein It in, potentially 
causing a recession. Yet 
if the Fed hikes rates too 
quickly, it could choke off 
hiring and the recovery. 

If confirmed, Powell would 
remain one of the world's 
most powerful economic 
officials. By either raising 
or lowering its short-term 
interest rate, the Fed seeks 
to either cool or stimulate 
growth and hiring, and 
to keep prices stable. Its 
efforts to direct the USS. 
economy, the largest in the 
world, typically have glob- 
al consequences. 

The Fed's benchmark rate, 
which has been pegged 
near zero since the pan- 
demic hammered the 
economy in March 2020, 
influences a wide range 
of consumer and business 
borrowing costs, including 
for mortgages and credit 
cards. The Fed also over- 
sees the nation's largest 
banks. 

For months Powell was the 
favorite to be reappointed, 
but a vigorous campaign 
by environmental and pub- 
lic interest groups In support 
of Brainard clouded the 
picture in recent weeks. 
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Lael Brainard, right, President Joe Biden's nominee to be Vice 
Chair of the Federal Reserve, speaks during an event in the 
South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Wash- 
ington, Monday, Nov. 22, 2021. 


Critics, including Sen. Eliza- 
beth Warren, D-Massachu- 
setts, argued Powell had 
loosened bank regulations 
that were put in place af- 
ter the 2008-2009 financial 
crisis. 

And two other senators 
exoressed opposition to 
Powell last week because 
they said he was _ insuffi- 
ciently committed to using 
the Fed's regulatory tools to 
combat global warming. 
Brainard, meanwhile, cast 
20 dissenting votes against 
financial rule changes 
in the past four years. In 
March 2020, she opposed 
a regulatory change that 
she said would reduce 
the amount of reserves 
large banks were required 
to hold to guard against 
losses. She has also spoken 
more forcefully than Powell 
on ways the Fed can con- 
front global warming. 
Biden sought to assuage 
those concerns. He said 
Powell had committed to 
making climate change 
"a top priority" and had 
agreed fo make sure 
"that our financial regula- 
tions are staying ahead of 
emerging risks." 

“Jay, along with the other 
members of the Fed Board 
that | will nominate must 
ensure that we never again 
expose our economy and 
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American families to those 
kinds of risks," he said at the 
White House, referring fo 
the 2008 financial crisis. 
Biden still has the opportu- 
nity to fill three more posi- 
tions on the Fed's Board of 
Governors, including the 
vice chair for supervision, a 
top bank regulatory post. 
Those positions will be filled 
in early December, Biden 
sald. 

Biden acknowledged that 
some Democrats encour- 
aged him to pick a new 
Fed chair, for a "fresh start." 
But he said he wanted to 
go in a different direction. 
"We need stability and in- 
dependence at the Fed- 
eral Reserve," he said. "| 
believe Fed leadership with 
broad and bipartisan ts im- 
portant, especially now, in 
such a politically divided 
nation." 

Biden praised Powell for 
his efforts to achieve maxi- 
mum employment, but did 
not press him on inflation, 
which has emerged as the 
biggest economic threat 
to his administration. Biden 
said the U.S. economy Is in 
the midst of a “historic re- 
covery’ that gives the Fed 
an opportunity to "attack 
inflation from a position of 
strength, not weakness." 
Powell said "we know that 
high inflation takes a toll on 
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families, especially those 
less able to meet the high- 
er costs of essentials, like 
food, housing and _ trans- 
portation." He pledged to 
use the Fed's tools — prin- 
cipally raising interest rates 
— "to prevent higher infla- 
tion from becoming en- 
trenched." 

Powell's renomination — is 
widely expected to be 
approved by the Senate 
Banking Committee and 
then the full Senate. 

Some. liberal Democrats 
such as Sen. Sherrod Brown 
of Ohio, chair of the Bank- 
ing Committee, have en- 
dorsed Powell, as have 
moderate Democrats, in- 
cluding Sen. Jon Tester of 
Montana. He was also en- 
dorsed by Sen. Pat Toomey, 
R-Pennsylvania, the senior 
Republican on the panel, 
and will likely receive wide- 
soread support from Re- 
oublicans. 

Wall Street cheered the re- 
nomination, with stock pric- 
es rallying and measures of 
fear in the market easing 
immediately after the an- 
nouncement. The S&P 500 
is on pace to close at an- 
other record. 

The 68-year-old lawyer 
was nominated for the 
Fed's Board of Governors 
in 2011 by President Barack 
Obama after a lucrative 
career in private equity 
and having served in a 
number of federal govern- 
ment roles. 

Unlike his three immediate 
oredecessors, Powell lacks 
a Ph.D. in economics. Yet 
he has earned generally 
high marks for managing 
perhaps the most impor- 
tant financial position in the 
world, especially in his re- 
sponse to the coronavirus- 
induced recession. 

Still, the spike in inflation 
has forced the Powell Fed 
to dial back its economic 
stimulus sooner than envi- 
sioned. At its latest meet- 
ing in early November, the 
central bank said it would 
start reducing this month its 
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purchases and likely end 
them by mid-2022. Those 
purchases have been in- 
tended to keep longer- 
term borrowing costs low to 
sour borrowing and spend- 
INg. 

For months, Powell charac- 
terized inflation as "transi- 
tory, but more recently, he 
conceded that higher pric- 
es have persisted longer 
than expected. At a news 
conference this month, 
Powell acknowledged that 
high inflation could last into 
late summer 2022. 
Brainard's elevation to the 
Fed's No. 2 position follows 
the key role she played in 
the Fed's emergency re- 
sponse to the pandemic 
recession. She is part of a 
“troika" of top policymakers 
that includes Powell and 
Richard Clarida, whom she 
will replace as vice chair in 
February. Brainard was an 
architect of the Fed's new 
policy framework, adopted 
in August 2020, under which 
it said it would no longer 
raise rates simply because 
the unemployment rate 
had fallen to a low level 
that could spur inflation. In- 
stead, the Fed said it would 
await actual evidence that 
prices are rising. 

Brainard also was key in the 
Fed's redefinition of its max- 
imum employment goal as 
"broad and inclusive," tak- 
ing into account the un- 
employment rate for Blacks 
and other groups and not 
just for Americans as a 
whole in policy decisions. 
She has also sooken about 
ways the Fed could more 
directly take account of 
climate change in bank 
supervision. Many environ- 
mental groups say loans To 
oil and gas companies, as 
well as fo commercial real 
estate developers, could 
defaulf and cause large 
losses at banks, should en- 
vironmental damage wors- 
en or renewable energy 
provide a greater share of 
power generation. L) 
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Bidens open ys with Christmas tree and ‘friendsgiving' 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jill 
Biden opened the holiday 
season at the White House 
on Monday by breaking off 
a small branch from the of- 
ficial Blue Room tree and 
giving it - along with a big 
smooch — to her toddler 
grandson. 

"Look how beautiful this is," 
the first lady said of the 18 
1/2-foot (5.6 meter) Fraser 
fir that was delivered to her 
Pennsylvania Avenue door- 
step by Clydesdale horses 
named Ben and Winston, 
who pulled a wagon carry- 
ing the tree. 

"It is beautiful. It's magnifi- 
cent, really," she said. 

Son Hunter Biden, his wife, 
Melissa, and their toddler, 
Beau, were among a size- 
able group of White House 
aides, guests and others 
who braved crisp winds to 
watch the brief ceremony 
marking the start of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's first Christ- 
mas in the White House. 
The tree was presented by 
the father-and-son team 
of Rusty and Beau Estes of 
Peak Farms in Jefferson, 
North Carolina — a three- 
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First lady Jill Biden waves to people watching as she looks over the official White House Christmas 
Tree, grown in North Carolina, as it arrives at the White House in Washington, Monday, Nov. 22, 


2021. 


time winner of the National 
Christmas Tree Association's 
annual contest. The winner 
gets to present its official 
tree to the White House. 

White House grounds svu- 
perintendent Dale Haney 
went to the farm in Octo- 
ber to pick out a tree. Peak 


Farms also supplied the of- 
ficial White House tree in 
2008 and 2012. 

The Fraser fir will be deco- 
rated in the coming days 
and displayed in the Blue 
Room, a_ tradition that 
dates back to President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, after 
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a chandelier is removed so 
it can be tethered to the 
ceiling for safety during the 
season. 

The White House Christ- 
mas decorations will be 
revealed on the Monday 
after Thanksgiving, the first 
lady said. 


She also was joined by a 
D.C. Army National Guard 
family to honor the National 
Guard's role in responding 
to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, her office said. She has 
been using her new role to 
help highlight and rally sup- 
port for military families from 
across the country through 
an initiative named Join- 
ing Forces. The Bidens’ late 
son, Beau — for whom the 
toddler grandson is named 


— served in the Delaware 


Army National Guard. 
Later Monday, the first lady 
was joining President Biden, 
the commander in chief, 
on a trip to the Army's Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina to 
celebrate — "friendsgiving’ 
with service members and 
military families. The term 
combines the words "friend" 
and 'Thanksgiving" and re- 
fers fo a large meal among 
friends that's eaten during 
the Thanksgiving season. 
On Tuesday, they plan 
to participate in a to-be- 
announced local service 
project before resuming 
their family tradition of cel- 
ebrating Thanksgiving on 
the Massachusetts island of 
Nantucket. LC) 





Harris announces $1.5B 


By ALEXANDRA JAFFE 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President Kamala Harris an- 
nounced Monday that the 
Biden administration is in- 
vesting $1.5 billion from the 
coronavirus aid package 
to address the health care 
worker shortage in under- 
served communities. 

The funding will go to the 
National Health Service 
Corps, Nurse Corps and 
Substance Use _ Disorder 
Treatment and Recovery 
programs, all federal pro- 
grams that offer scholar- 
shio and loan repayments 
for health care students 
and workers if they pledge 
to work in Underserved and 
high-risk Communities. 

“Our nation must invest in 
a health care workforce 
that looks like America, 
and provide access to eq- 
uitable health care for alll 
Americans,’ Harris said. 

The money, which includes 
funds from the American 
Rescue Plan and other 


sources, will support more 
than 22,700 providers, 
marking the largest num- 
ber of providers enrolled in 
these programs in history, 
according to the White 
House. It comes in resoonse 
to recommendations laid 
out earlier this month by the 
White House's COVID-19 
Health Equity Task Force, 
which Issued a report out- 
lining how the administra- 
tion could address systemic 
inequality in the health 
care system. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has both highlighted and 
exacerbated health care 
disparities for minority and 
Underserved communities. 
According fo an analysis 
by the Kaiser Family Foun- 
dation, over the course of 
the pandemic, minority 
Americans have seen high- 
er numbers of cases and 
higher rates of death than 
their white counterparts. 
"COVID-19 did not invent 
health disparities. Just 


ask any healthcare pro- 
fessional and she will fell 
you: Health disparities ex- 
isted long before this virus 
reached our shores. Health 
disparities stem from broad- 
er systemic inequities," she 
sald. 

It's just the latest investment 
from the $1.9 trillion Ameri- 
can Rescue Plan, passed in 
March of this year, aimed 
at addressing health dis- 
parities among’ minority 
and underserved commu- 
nities. Earlier this month, the 
White House announced 
an additional $785 million 
in funding for federal pro- 
grams aimed at improving 
diversity in the public health 
workforce and supporting 
people with disabilities. 
During the Monday event, 
Harris pushed for passage 
of President Joe Biden's 
nearly $2 trillion social safe- 
ty net and climate change 
package, which would 
provide funding to tempo- 
rarily close the Medicaid 


tH. 
LRA KH 
Kee. 
KKH E 
HK e- 
KKK EK 
« © +" 
+ 


investment in health care workforce 





Vice President Kamala Harris speaks about the recently signed 
infrastructure law will benefit Ohioans after touring the Plumbers 
and Pipefitters Union Local 189 Friday, Nov. 19, 2021, in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


coverage gap and ex- 
pand access to health in- 
surance marketplace sub- 
sidies through 2025. 

Harris said the package 
would also make a histor- 
ic investment in maternal 
health ‘to address the trag- 
edy of black maternal mor- 
tality in America." 
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Black women in the U.S. are 
about three times as likely 
to die from a pregnancy- 
related cause as others, 
partly because of racial 
bias they may experience 
in getting care and doc- 
tors not recognizing risk 
factors such as high blood 
pressure.) 
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Probe finds pelts evidence of misconduct by Cuomo 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — A 
legislative investigation 
released Monday found 
“overwhelming evidence" 
that former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo sexually harassed 
women and that he or- 
dered state workers to help 
produce his book on pan- 
demic leadership during 
work hours. 

The report also found that 
Cuomo's staff  "substan- 
tially revised" a state health 
department report on CO- 
VID-19 deaths in nursing 
homes to exclude statistics 
that might have dimmed 
his reputation as a pan- 
demic leader. 

The findings, authored by 
a law firm hired by the As- 
sembly's Judiciary Commit- 
tee, were widely expect- 
ed, and the sections on 
sexual harassment largely 
echo allegations previously 
made in a report last sum- 
mer by the state's attorney 
general. 

But it offered some new 
details, particularly around 
the $5.2 million private deal 
Cuomo struck to write a 
book, "American Crisis: 
Leadership Lessons on the 
Pandemic." 

Cuomo had promised state 
ethics officials that no state 
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In this file photo, Theresa Sari, left, and her daughter Leila Ali look at a protest-memorial wall for 
nursing home residents who died from COVID-19, including Sari's mother Maria Sachse, March 21, 


2021, in New York. 


resources would be used 
on the book, but the Assem- 
bly's investigators at the law 
firm Davis Polk & Wardwell 
said they found evidence 
the governor had his staff 
soend copious amounts of 
time on the project. 

“One senior state official 
explained that book-relat- 
ed assignments were given 
by superiors and expected 
to be completed, and the 


work was not voluntary,” 
the report said. “Another 
senior state official com- 
plained in a text message 
to a colleague that work 
on the book was compro- 
mising the official's ability 
to work on COVID-related 
matters.” 

Junior and = senior — staff 
members told investigators 
they were asked to perform 
book tasks during their work 
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day, including — transcrib- 
Ing dictations, printing and 
delivering documents, and 
attending meetings with 
agents and publishers. 
One senior state official 
sent and received 1,000 
emails about the book, 
the report said. The report 
didn't name the official, but 
included details identifying 
her as his former top aide, 
Melissa DeRosa. 


Responding to the report 
Monday, Cuomo's spokes- 
person, Richard Azzopar- 
di, said senior staff who 
helped with the book did 
sO on their personal time. 
He denied that junior staff 
was involved, as the report 
claims. 

On the sexual harassment 
allegations, Azzopardi said 
the Assembly had relied 
too much on information 
gathered during a "politi- 
cally biased" investigation 
overseen by the attorney 
general, Letitia James, who 
is now running for governor. 
"When all the facts are fairly 
weighed, Azzopardi said, 
none of the harassment al- 
legations will stand up. 
Cuomo, a Democrat, re- 
signed in August to avoid 
a likely impeachment trial. 
"The former governor's con- 
duct — as shown in this 
report — is extremely dis- 
turbing and is indicative 
of someone who is not fit 
for office," Judiciary Com- 
mittee Chairman Chuck 
Lavine, a Democrat, said. 
Cuomo has denied sexu- 
ally harassing anyone or 
touching any women inap- 
propriately. For weeks, he 
has attacked the Assem- 
bly's investigation as biased 
and set on smearing him.) 





Michael Cohen ends prison term after Trump-related crimes 
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Michael Cohen, former President Donald Trump's longtime per- 
sonal lawyer, speaks outside Federal Court in New York, Mon- 


day, Nov. 22, 2021. 


By LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 
Cohen, who was former 
President Donald Trump's 
longtime personal lawyer 
until his 2018 arrest, said 
Monday that his  three- 
year prison sentence — 
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mostly soent in home con- 
finement — was over as he 
took another swipe aft his 
former boss and vowed to 
continue cooperating with 
law enforcement probes. 

A smiling Cohen emerged 
from Manhattan federal 
court after signing docu- 


ments and speaking with 
authorities about his up- 
coming three-year term of 
supervised release. 

| feel great today. It's been 
long overdue," Cohen said 
to a collection of camera 
crews alerted to his pres- 
ence by a tweet he had 
sent Sunday. 

Cohen was sentenced to 
prison in December 2018 
after pleading guilty to 
campaign finance charg- 
es and lying to Congress, 
among other crimes. In 
all, he soent about 13 1/2 
months behind prison walls 
and a year and a half in 
home confinement. — His 
time was further reduced 
through good behavior. 
The campaign _ finance 
charges came after he 
heloed arrange payouts 
during the 2016 presiden- 
tial race to keep the porn 
actor Stormy Daniels and 
model Karen McDougal 


from making public claims 
of extramarital affairs with 
Trump. Trump has denied 
the affairs. 

He implicated Trump at 
the time in the campaign 
finance charges, as he did 
again on Monday when he 
said that his release from 
home confinement "in no 
way negates the actions | 
took at the direction of and 
for the benefit of Donald J. 
Trump.” 

He said he was "cognizant 
of my responsibilities’ and 
"will not cease my commit- 
ment to law enforcement.’ 
"| will continue to provide 
information, testimony, 
documents and my full 
cooperation on all ongo- 
ing investigations to ensure 
that others are held respon- 
sible for their dirty deeds 
and that no one is ever 
believed to be above the 
law," Cohen said. 

Before his sentencing, Co- 


hen tried to win leniency, 
saying he had cooper- 
ated fully with prosecutors, 
including with the probe 
by special counsel Robert 
Mueller into possible for- 
eign influence in the 2016 
election. 

One of Mueller's prosecu- 
tors, Jeannie Rhee, said 
in court that Cohen has 
“orovided consistent and 
credible information about 


core Russia-related issues 
Under investigation.’ But 
Manhattan federal pros- 


ecutors said he never fully 
committed to cooperating 
with them and did not earn 
a substantial sentence re- 
duction. 

Cohen, who reported to 
prison in May 2019, was 
released to home confine- 
ment after about a year as 
authorities released low- 
security-risk inmates during 
Qa coronavirus outbreak in 
federal prisons. 
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Report: 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) Democracy Is 
deteriorating across the 
world, with countries nota- 
bly taking undemocratic 
and unnecessary actions 
to contain the coronavirus 
pandemic, an intergovern- 
mental body said in its new 
report Monday. 

"Many democratic govern- 
ments are backsliding," the 
International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance, or International 
IDEA, said. 

The 34-nation organization 
added that as of August 
2021, 64% of countries have 
taken an action to curb the 
pandemic that it considers 
“disoroportionate, unnec- 
essary or illegal." 

The Swedish-based body 
added that the situation is 
also getting worse in Coun- 
tries that are not demo- 
cratic. Autocratic regimes 
have become ‘even more 
brazen in their repression," 
free soeech has been re- 
stricted and the rule of law 
has been weakened, it 
said. 

In its flagship report on the 
state of democracy, In- 
ternational IDEA said the 
number of backsliding de- 
mocracies has doubled 
in the past decade, and 
mentioned in particular the 
United States, Hungary, Po- 
land and Slovenia. 

"This is the time for democ- 
racies to be bold, to inno- 
vate and revitalize them- 
selves, International IDEA 
Secretary-General Kevin 
Casas-Zamora said in a 





Democracy backsliding 
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Protesters hold banners during a demonstration demanding freedom for Belarus opposition activ- 
ist Raman Protasevich, in front of the U.S. Embassy in Vilnius, Lithuania, Friday, May 28, 2021. 


statement. 

The report said that "the 
two years since our last re- 
port have not been good 
for democracy,’ and the 
achievement reached 
when democracy became 
the predominant form of 
governance “now hangs in 
the balance like never be- 
fore." 

"Overall, the number of 
countries moving In an au- 
thoritarian direction in 2020 
outnumbered those going 
in a democratic direction," 
the report said, adding 
that in the past two years, 
the world has lost at least 
four democracies, "either 
through flawed elections or 
military coups." 


The 80-page report by the 
intergovernmental  orga- 
nization whose mission is 
to advance democracy 
worldwide, noted "the re- 
markable strength of civic 
activism." 

It said more than 80 coun- 
tries have seen protests 
and civic action during the 
pandemic despite often- 
harsh government restric- 
tions. However,  pro-de- 
mocracy movements have 
met repression in Belarus; 
Cuba; Eswatini, previously 
known as Swaziland; Myan- 
mar; and Sudan. 

The report comes ahead of 
U.S. President Joe Biden's 
Dec. 9-10 virtual "summit 
for democracy" aimed at 
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gathering government, civ- 
il society and private sector 
leaders in what Biden has 
cast as a global faceoff 
against rising autocratic 
forces. 

In Asia, International IDEA 
said, Afghanistan, Hong 
Kong and Myanmar have 
suffered from "a wave of 
growing authoritarianism." 
But democratic erosion 
has also been found in In- 
dia, the Philippines and Sri 
Lanka. 

"China's influence, coupled 
with ifs own deepening au- 
tocratization, also puts the 
legitimacy of the demo- 
cratic model at risk," the re- 
port said. 

In Africa, democracy de- 


ltaly cracks gang forcing Nigerian women into 


By FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 


ROME (AP) — Italian cus- 
toms police on Monday 
dismantled a Nigerian or- 


ganized crime syndicate 
that 


tution and begging on the 
streets of Italy and then 


smuggled out millions of 
reve- 


euros in ill-gained 
nues to Nigeria, with cash 
hidden in suitcase handles 
or pasta packages. 


The police said raids in cit- 
ies in northern and south- 


ern Italy as well as on the 
iskand of Sardinia yielded 


forced dozens of 
young women into prosti- 


40 arrests. The suspects 
are being held for investi- 
gation of alleged money- 
laundering, facilitating Il 
legal immigration, human 
trafficking, Putting persons 
into slavery and exploiting 
orostitution. 

Dozens of others are also 
Under investigation. 
Helping spark the investi- 
gation was the complaint 
of a Nigerian woman, 
brought illegally into Italy, 
that her fellow country- 
women were taking on 
debts as high as 50,000 eu- 
ros ($56,000) to arrive, only 
to be forced into prosti- 


tution for the syndicate. 
While prostitution is legal 
In Italy, the exploitation of 
orostitutes Is illegal. 

The police in a_estate- 
ment said while the Nige- 
rian crime syndicate was 
based in Italy, its opera- 
tions extended to Germa- 
ny, Libya and Nigeria. 
“Forty-one young women 
(were) assigned fo pros- 
titution, while nine were 
forced to beg," the state- 
ment said. 

To discourage the women 
from turning to authorities 
for help, they "were mis- 
treated, put under control 


and put into a state of psy- 
chological — vulnerability" 
by the use of macabre 
voodoo rites to guarantee 
they would pay off their 
travel debts, police said. 

In recent decades, other 
Nigerian women forced 
Into prostitution into Italy 
told authorities and social 
workers that the voodoo 
rituals made them feared 
that defying their criminal 
handlers would cause bad 
fortunes for their families. 

The crime syndicate used 
a combination of methods 
to pump their ill-gained 
revenues back into Nige- 


across the world amid pandemic 


clines "have undermined 
remarkable progress made 
across the continent over 
the past three decades." 
The pandemic has added 
oressure on governments 
To respond to concerns 
regarding governance, 
rights and social inequality, 
it said. It also noted military 
coups in Chad, Guinea, 
Mali and Sudan. 

The report also noted that 
half the democracies in the 
Americas have — suffered 
democratic erosion, with 
notable declines in Bolivia, 
Brazil, Colombia, El Salva- 
dor and the United States. 
As for Europe, the pan- 
demic "has placed a strain 
on democracy" and some 
countries where democrat- 
ic principles were already 
Under threat, it provided 
an excuse for govern- 
ments to weaken democ- 
racy further. Europe's non- 
democratic governments 
— it identified Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Russia and Turkey 
— have intensified their al- 
ready very repressive prac- 
tices, International IDEA 
said. 

"The pandemic broadened 
the pre-existing rift be- 
tween high-performing de- 
mocracies in Western Ev- 
rope and weaker counter- 
oarts in Central and Eastern 
Europe,’ said Sam Van Der 
Staak, head of Program Re- 
gional Europe. 

"That divide will continue to 
challenge Europe's unity, as 
it also faces greater outside 
oressure from non-demo- 
cratic superpowers.|_]} 


prostitution 


ria, mostly in real estate 
there, Italian authorities 
Sele) 

The criminals used 11 
teams of cash couriers, 
who sometimes hid wads 
of money inside the re- 
tractable handles of lug- 
gage or inside pasta pack- 
ages to elude searches at 
Italy's airports, the police 
sald. 

Police said measures by 
Italian judicial authorities 
heloed the young victims 
break "the ties of physical- 
psychological coercion 
which kept them bound" 
to their exploiters.) 
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Philippines redeploys boats to shoal ae Chinese blockade 


By JIM GOMEZ 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— The Philippine military 
defiantly redeployed two 
supply boats on Monday 
to provide food fo Filipino 
marines guarding a disput- 
ed shoal in the South Chi- 
na Sea after the Chinese 
coast guard used water 
cannons to forcibly turn the 
boats away in an assault 
last week that drew angry 
condemnation and warn- 
ings from Manila. 

Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana said the two ClI- 
vilian wooden-hulled boats 
carrying navy personnel 
left western Palawan prov- 
ince and should reach the 
marines stationed on a 
navy ship at Second Thom- 
as Shoal after an overnight 
trio. Lorenzana said the 
boats aren't being escort- 
ed by the navy or coast 
guard in accordance with 
a request by China's am- 
bassador to Manila, who, 
he said, assured him in talks 
over the weekend that 
the boats would not be 
blocked again. 

A navy plane will never- 
theless fly over the remote 
shoal, which has been sur- 
rounded by Chinese surveil- 
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Protesters wear a mask of Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, right, and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping during a rally outside the Chinese consulate in Manila, Philippines on May 7, 2021. 


lance ships in a years-long 
territorial standoff, when 
the Filipino boats reach it, 
the defense chief said. The 
Philiopines says the shoal is 
in its internationally recog- 
nized exclusive economic 
zone, but China insists it has 
sovereignty over the wa- 
ters. 

"The Chinese ambassador 
assured me they will not 
be impeded but they re- 


quested there should be no 
escort,’ Lorenzana told re- 
porters. Asked if he expects 
that the vessels wont be 
blocked, he replied, "We 
will see." 

The government conveyed 
its "outrage, condemnation 
and protest of the incident" 
to China after two Chinese 
coast guard ships blocked 
the two Filipino boats on 
Tuesday and a third coast 


Associated Press 


guard ship sprayed high- 
pressure streams of water 
on the boats, which were 
forced to abort their mis- 
sion to transport food to 
the marines guarding the 
shoal, officials said. 

Philiopine Foreign Secretary 
Teodoro Locsin Jr. ordered 
Beijing's ships to back off 
and warned China that 
Manila's supply boats are 
covered by a mutual de- 
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fense treaty with the United 
States. Washington _ later 
said it was standing by the 
Philiopines "in the face of 
this escalation that directly 
threatens regional peace 
and stability," and reiterat- 
ed ‘that an armed attack 
on Philippine public ves- 
sels in the South China Sea 
would invoke U.S. mutual 
defense commitments" un- 
der the 1951 U.S.-Phillppines 
Mutual Defense Treaty. 

IN Beijing, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry sookesperson Zhao 
Lijian resoonded to the Phil- 
lppine protests by saying 
that China's coast guard 
had upheld Chinese sover- 
eignty after the Philippine 
shios entered Chinese wa- 
ters at night without permis- 
sion. 

It was the latest flareup in 
long-simmering _ territorial 
disputes in the strategic wa- 
terway, where China, the 
Philiopines, Vietnam, Ma- 
laysia, Brunel and Taiwan 
have overlapping claims. 
China claims virtually the 
entire South China Sea 
and has transformed seven 
shoals into missile-protect- 
ed island bases to cement 
its assertions, ratcheting up 
tensions.L]} 





French military denies 





A Burdndbe soldier walks past a French Armoured Person- 
nel Carrier part of a French military convoy heading to Niger, 
stopped by protesters in Kaya, Burkina Faso, Saturday Nov. 20, 
2021. 


By SAM MEDNICK 

KAYA, Burkina Faso (AP) 
— The French military has 
denied injuring — civilians 
in Burkina Faso when. fir- 
ing warning shots to dis- 
perse protesters who had 
blocked one of its military 
convoys. 


Associated Press 


Amid an increase in Is- 
lamic extremist violence in 
Burkina Faso, tensions have 
increased. Many people 
in Burkina Faso are angry 
that the former colonial 
power Is not doing more to 
protect them in the West 
African country's five-year 


injuring protesters in Burkina Faso 


fight against jinadists linked 
to al-Qaida and the Islamic 
State group, which has left 
thousands dead and dis- 
placed more than 1.4 mil- 
lion people. 

This came to a head when 
a French military convoy 
was stopped in the central 
city of Kaya as it headed to 
the neighboring country of 
Niger. A crowd surrounded 
the convoy refusing fo let 
it move. The convoy has 
been able to move about 
20 miles south of Kaya but 
remained blocked there 
Monday, making it five days 
that it has been forced to 
remain in the Kaya area. 
Several witnesses said at 
least three people were in- 
jured when French soldiers 
tried to disperse the crowds 
on Saturday by firing warn- 
ing shots into the ground, 
hitting three people in the 
legs. 

The protesters were trying 
to cut through a_ barrier 


where about a convoy of 
90 trucks guarded by ap- 
proximately 100 French 
soldiers had pulled off to 
the side of the main road, 
said witnesses. The French 
forces responded by firing 
warming shots into the air, 
Pascal lanni sookesman for 
the chief of defense for the 
French armed forces told 
The Associated Press. 

"We just confirm that there 
were no wounded people 
and that the warning shots 
did not cause injuries to the 
protesters," he said. People 
might have been wounded 
because of the movement 
within the protest or be- 
cause of Burkina Faso's se- 
curity forces, he said, which 
were acting as a buffer be- 
tween the French soldiers 
and the population. 

But three witnesses told AP 
that the army first shot in 
the air and then toward 
the ground so that people 
would run away. 


Burkina Faso's military did 
not resoond to requests for 
comment. Burkina Faso's 
security forces did not fire 
their weapons, according 
to one soldier who spoke 
on condition of anonym- 
ity because he was not 
authorized to soeak to the 
media. 

The blockade of the French 
military convoy is the lat- 
est in a series of protests 
that began in June and in- 
creased last week after at 
least 53 people, including 
49 gendarmes and 4 civil- 
ians, were killed in the Sahel 
region's Soum province, the 
deadliest single attack on 
the security forces in years. 
Earlier this month Burkina 
Faso's opposition parties 
gave the president a one- 
month ultimatum to bring 
the country's security under 
control or it would organize 
protests to demand his res- 
ignation. A protest is sched- 
uled for Nov. 27.) 
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U.N. peacekeepers face greater threats from complex conflicts 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 
more than 87,000 person- 
nel in U.N. peacekeeping 
missions are confronting 
greater threats today be- 
cause conflicts have be- 
come more complex and 
are driven by an increasing 
number of factors ranging 
from ethnic tensions and 
the impact of organized 
crime to illegal exploitation 
of resources and terrorism, 
the U.N. peacekeeping 
chief said Friday. 
Jean-Pierre Lacroix said in 
an interview with The As- 
sociated Press that even 
Compared to two or three 
years ago, “most of our 
peacekeeping missions 
have a political and secu- 
rity environment that has 
deteriorated." 

IN addition and "equally im- 
portant, he said, is that the 
conflicts are "multi-layered" 
and very often local and 
national, but also regional 
and global. He pointed to 
Africa's impoverished Sahel 
region, which is seeing in- 
creasing terrorist activity, as 
an example. 

What is causing this change 
in how U.N. peacekeep- 
ers have to operate are a 
number of factors starting 
with increased political di- 
visions among the U.N.'s 193 
member nations, he said. 
The drivers of conflict are 
increasing, Lacroix § said, 
and there are also what he 
called "conflict enhancers," 
including digital technolo- 
gies, the impact of fake 
news and misinformation 
on conflicts, and "armed 
groups using increasingly 
sophisticated means to un- 
dermine our actions." 

The U.N. currently has 12 
far-flung peacekeeping 
operations — six in Africa, 
four in the Middle East, 
one in Europe and one in 
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Agadez, Niger. 


Asia — with the more than 
66,000 military personnel 
from 121 countries joined 
by over 7,000 international 
police and 14,000 civilians. 
Lacroix said peacekeepers 
continue to make "a huge 
difference" in countries 
where they oversee cease- 
fires like Cyprus and south 
Lebanon in terms of pre- 
venting conflict, and "they 
also make a huge differ- 
ence in terms of protection 
of civilians, even though 
we would like to be able to 
do more.” 

But the undersecretary- 
general for peace opera- 
tions said the drivers of con- 
flict “are massively impact- 
ing the conflicts in which 
we're involved." 

"They pose increasingly im- 
portant threats to countries 
in which our missions are 
deployed, and frankly to 
the region where we are 
operating," he said. 

"Are we equipped enough 
as a multilateral system to 
adaress these threats¢’ La- 
croix asked rhetorically. "I'm 
not sure. | think there's prob- 


ably more that should be 
done in those areas." 

He called an upcoming 
ministerial meeting on U.N. 
peacekeeping in Seoul, 
South Korea on Dec. 7-8 an 
important opportunity to 
improve the performance 
and impact of peacekeep- 
ers and "the effectiveness 
of our tools," and to mobi- 
lize international support for 
these efforts. 

Lacroix said "a significant 
number’ of ministers and 
senior officials from all U.N. 
member states are expect- 
ed in Seoul, stressing that 
high-level participation is 
"critically important" as an 
exoression of support for 
U.N. peacekeeping, which 
is funded by a separate 
U.N. budget amounting 
to $6.38 billion for the year 
ending June 30, 2022, as 
well as voluntary contribu- 
tions. 

He said the peacekeep- 
ing department has circu- 
lated a list fo U.N. member 
nations of what it needs to 
improve the protection of 
peacekeepers against am- 
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bushes, improvised explo- 
sive devices and attacks, 
and to protect their camps. 
The list also includes im- 
proved medical support 
and equipment to make 
peacekeepers more nim- 
ble, mobile and reactive, 
especially more helicop- 
ters, he said. 

Lacroix said there are two 
other very important areas: 
improving the missions’ abil- 
ity to collect and process 
information to better pre- 
vent threats instead of hav- 
ing to react to them, and 
increasing the number of 
women in peacekeeping 
operations “because we 
know for a fact that more 
women in peacekeep- 
ing means more effective 
peacekeeping.) 
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While we have a lot to be be acomplete delight. Our om} __ Baw 
thankful for, let’s be thank- Thanksgiving Dinner menu nS i 
ful for togetherness and be- is just $48 per person. For | ee 
ing able to be surrounded an enhanced experience eee 
by those who are important you can upgrade your din- a he 


to us, family and friends. 
This Thanksgiving, we are 
ready to serve a delec- 
table Thanksgiving Dinner 
while you enjoy stunning 
rooftop views of the unique 
sunsets Aruba has to offer. 


Our excellent = culinary 
team have prepared an 
exquisite menu from Amuse 
to Dessert, which will surely 





Radisson 


ner with our Wine Pairing 
menu for just $35 per per- 
son. Kids between the age 
of 0-5 eat for free, and kids 
between the ages of 6 - 12 
eat for half price. 


While you plan your Thanks- 
giving Day, be sure to make 
your reservations in time by 
calling us at +297 526 5025 
or +297 526 5026.) 
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Emerald Ambassador 
honored at Renaissance 
Ocean Suites 





ORANJESTAD — Recently, Mr. Mario Arends, on be- 
half of the Aruba Tourism Authority, had the great 
pleasure of honoring a loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba as Emerald Ambassador at his home away 
from home. The symbolic honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of ap- 
preciation to the guests who visit Aruba between 10- 
20-35 and more consecutive years. 


The honoree was Mr. Robert Hand from New York. 


Arends thanked him for choosing Aruba as their va- 
cation destination and as their home away from 
home for so many years together with the members 
of Renaissance Ocean 


Top reason for returning provided by the honoree 
was: 

Amazing food, Friendly people of the Island and 
Great weather and is home away from home.) 
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Aruba’'s reforestation 








NOORD — In this episode 
we will focus on the need 
to reforest the island 
combating rising tem- 
peratures of our planet. 
We must work form out 
local communities and 
increase the pressure on 
our leaders. However re- 
forestation is not a matter 
of repopulating without 
ecological criteria but of 
opting for island of en- 
demic biodiversity as an 
ecological strategy. 








In the 1990s, after de- 
cades of observation 
and years of study, Akira 
Miyawaki demonstrated 
that the recovery of the 
potential natural veg- 
etation of a degraded 
land was achieved more 
quickly by planting § in- 
digenous species, as op- 
posed to what was previ- 
ously believed to be with 
the massive repopula- 


tion of non-native trees 
fast growing. 

The Miyawaki method is 
an ecological restora- 
tion method that, based 
on the Potential Natural 
Vegetation of a space, 
aims to recreate a land- 
scape taking as a refer- 
ence the vegetation 
that supposedly would 
have existed there if 
there had been no hvu- 
man incursion. 

The advantages of this 
method are abundant 
and are not only linked 
to the growth speed of 
the chosen native spe- 
cies but also from a 
recreational and social 
point of view, iIncorpo- 
rating native plants al- 
lows them to be _ val- 
ued, made known and 
with their rapid growth 
it achieves that people 
love them by protecting 
and caring for them. 
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The success of imple- 
menting the Miyawaki 
method consists primar- 
ily in adapting it to the 
place according to the 
environmental condi- 
tions and in- parallel 
knowing exactly the lo- 
cal vegetation, its vari- 
ants and the way in 
which it is expressed. 
Fundamental stages to 
achieve amazing results. 
In this way, the idea Is 
to plant native plants in 
available land and fol- 
low their growth” with 
minimal intervention. 

In a first step, the soil must 
be identified, looking for 
its deficiencies and nutri- 
ents that it has, defining 
the species that adapt 
to the climate and the 


place. Search the region for the Biches: necessary to 
fill the deficiencies of the land, if they exist, and do not 
use pesticides or added products. Follow the growth 
rate of the plants during the first two years through tr- 
rigation and weeding and plant them at a very high 
density. 

We must be aware that planting more trees does not 
create forests because the forest is a living structure 
that requires its border and its layers, which are what, 
guarantees the ecosystem services that we expect. 
The Miyawaki method is based on taking advantage 
of the “potential natural vegetation” principle. Where 
any land that is fertile and without any human inter- 
vention would develop a lush and sustainable forest in 
a maximum of 1000 years. 

If human support and sustainable collaboration exists 
in this same area, the development time of the forest 
would be shortened to 100 years.) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins and cultural heri- 
tage? Than this private encounter with our columnist anthro- 
pologist is just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous setting 


for visitor with special interests. Appointment is required. et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a 
private reservation. 
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Pfizer Booster shot is now available in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - Recently, 
the local authorities in 
Aruba have received the 
green light to start admin- 
istrating the Pfizer Booster 
shot. They will give the shot 
to individuals older than 
60 years, including those 
working in healthcare in di- 
rect contact with patients. 


Persons older than 60 
years need fo receive their 
booster shot to increase 
the protection level in per- 
sons in this age category. 
Compared to the younger 
group as compared to the 
younger group. The first and 
second Pfizer vaccines are 
slightly less effective in per- 
sons older than 60 years, 

The booster shot is similar to 
the first two vaccines, but It 


increases the effectiveness 
of the first and second vac- 
cines. 


To manage the flow of 
people and comply with 
the safety protocols at the 
vaccination site, DVG cat- 
egorizes the group older 
than 60 years according 
to age. The first group to 
receive their booster shot 
will be older than 80 years, 
followed by persons older 
than 70 years, and finally 
those older than 60 years. 


The vaccines will arrive 
soon from the Netherlands, 
and Aruba will once more 
have enough vaccines to 
vaccinate everyone. 
Requirements for the boost- 
er shot: 


Only _ individuals older 
than 60 years of age 
or healthcare workers 
who work in direct con- 
tact with patients 
Booster shot is only for 
individuals who have 
received the first and 
second Pfizer Vaccine 
or the first Johnson & 
Johnson over 6 months 
ago. 

The Booster shot will 
only be administered 
with appointment and 
not on a walk-in ba- 
sis. The Department of 
Public Health (DVG) 
DVG will Use the Health 
App or email to send 
the invitation. DVG will 
contact those who do 
not have an email ad- 
dress by phone. 


At the moment, there is no 
medical need to provide 
the booster shot to those 
under the age of 60 except 
those with a compromised 
immune system who can 
receive the booster shot 
with a doctor's prescription. 
In the future, the booster 
shot might become avail- 
able for those under the 
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age of 60 years who wish to 
get the extra layer of pro- 


tection. 





The DVG continues to en- 
courage everyone older 
than 12 years to get their 
covid vaccine at the of- 
fice of the DVG. For more 
information, please call 
280.0101 or 522.4200.) 


Social Services Organizations in St. Maarten and Aruba are the First Nominees for 


Appelijes van Oranje 2022 


This year’s theme: Equity of Opportunities for all Youths 


| els || foe | & 
The Heart Centered Leadership Foundation in 
Aruba and the K1 Britannia Foundation in St. 
Maarten have been revealed as the first two 
nominees of the Oranje Fonds’s Appeltjes van 
Oranje award 2022. This was announced at a 
special pitch day held in Curacao. Ten candi- 
dates pitched their social projects to an Oranje 
Fonds jury. While all candidates proved them- 
selves worthy contenders, it was the Heart 
Centered Leadership Foundation and the K1 
Britannia Foundation who managed to secure 
nominations with their inspiring and unique 
youth projects. 


The Appelties van Oranje is a yearly award pre- 
sented by the Oranje Fonds to three initiatives 
that successfully connect distinct groups or 
that helo people to start participating in soci- 
ety once more. Each year, the jury selects ten 
nominees, including two based in the Carib- 





bean parts of the Kingdom. The nominees from 
the European Netherlands will be announced 
In January. 


Equity of Opportunities for all Youths 

This year, the theme for the award is Equity of 
Opportunities for all Youths. Inequality of oppor- 
tunity is an urgent problem in our society, and 
the COVID-19 crisis has only aggravated the is- 
sue. The Oranje Fonds wants to use this year’s 
award to put the spotlight on projects that are 
successfully tackling this issue and provide them 
with well-deserved support and recognition. 


Nominees 

The Heart Centered Leadershio Foundation 
works to empower young people in Aruba 
through a variety of programs. They guide 
youths in becoming aware of their identity and 
individual strengths, as well as of the ways in 
which they can contribute to society. Their ap- 
proach is driven by the efforts of committed age 
peers. All the work is done with and for young 
people. The K1 Britannia Foundation’s Scholar- 
ship Fund offers the chance of an education to 
young people for whom this would otherwise 
be out of reach. The Foundation focuses on 
young people who grew up in foster care and/ 


or who came in contact with law enforcement 
and the justice system. 


The Awards 

The Appeltjes van Oranje winners will be an- 
nounced in spring 2022. They will receive a 
bronze statuette made by Princess Beatrix and 
a cash prize of 25,000 euros. As a rule, Queen 
Maxima hands out the awards, while every five 
years the awards are handed out by King Wil- 
lem-Alexander. As this year’s event marks the 
20th presentation of the “Appelties,” this year’s 
winners will be handed the award by the King. 


Oranje Fonds 

The Oranje Fonds is committed to a society 
where no one stands alone and everyone can 
participate. To this end, we support social initia- 
tives that work towards a more cohesive soci- 
ety, take care of those who temporarily need 
it, and contribute to equity of opportunities. Our 
support is provided in the form of knowledge 
and networks, funds, time and recognition. This, 
in turn, is made possible by the assistance we 
receive from the Nationale Postcode Loterij, 
the Dutch Lottery, friends and businesses. King 
Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima are the 
Oranje Fonds’s patrons.LJ 
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Yes, there are turkeys for Thanksgiving - for a price 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 

AP Business Writer 

Turkeys may not be able to 
fly very far. But their prices 
can soar — along with the 
costs of other holiday sta- 
ples like cranberry sauce 
and pie filling. 

The Thanksgiving’ table 
hasnt been spared the 
orice inflation that is ram- 
pant elsewhere in the 
economy because ' of 
strong consumer demand 
and labor shortages. 

The American Farm Bureau 
estimates a Thanksgiving 
feast for 10, complete with 
sweet potatoes, rolls, a 
vegetable tray and a pie 
with whipped cream, will 
cost $53.31 this year, up 
14% from a year ago. It's 
an unusual spike. Before 
this year, the annual cost 
estimate had been falling 
since 2015. 

"The inflation is real. Every- 
body is saying that. Every- 
body is feeling it," said But- 
terball President and CEO 
Jay Jandrain. "Whether it's 
labor, transportation, pack- 
aging materials, energy 
to fuel the plants — every- 
thing costs more." 

North Carolina-based But- 
terball, which — supplies 
around one-third of Thanks- 
giving turkeys, struggled to 
attract workers earlier this 
year, leading to processing 
delays. While turkeys wait- 
ed, they grew bigger, add- 
ing to already skyrocketing 
costs for corn and soybean 
feed. 

But Jandrain said labor 
shortages have lessened 
and the company was able 
to secure enough trucks 
to get its turkeys to gro- 
cery stores. So there will be 
about the same number of 
whole turkeys as last year, 
but fewer smaller birds. 
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Butterball President and CEO Jay Jandrain poses at the company's corporate headquarters in 
Garner, N.C., Friday, Nov. 19, 2021. 


‘The good news about that 
is everybody loves the af- 
ter-Thanksgiving — leftovers, 
and they are going to have 
more of them this year," 
Jandrain said. 

According to the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, the 
average wholesale price 
of an 8- to 16-pound fro- 
zen turkey in mid-Novem- 
ber was $1.35 per pound, 
Up 21% from a year ago. 
For other staples, weather 
conditions compounded 
labor shortages. Pumpkin 
crops were smaller due fo 
heavy rains and a fungus 
in Illinois — a top supplier — 
and drought in California. 
In early November, fresh 
Oumpkins were averaging 
$2.72 per pound, up 5% 
from a year ago, accord- 
ing to Nielsen IQ. Prices for 
green beans were up 4% 
while canned cranberry 
SAUCe WAS UPD 2.5%. 
Ryanne Bowyer of Dallas, 


Texas, usually buys turkey 
a day or two after Thanks- 
giving to save money. But 
this year, she signed up for 
Ibotta, a receipt-scanner 
app, which gave her a tur- 
key, potatoes, corn, soup, 
gravy and cornbread from 
Walmart — all free — just 
for signing Up. 

"If that hadn't come along, 
the plan was just to go to 
the woods with my wife 
and grill wieners,’ Bowyer 
joked. 

Still, many retailers facing 
cost pressures of their own 
are pulling back on their 
usual Thanksgiving promo- 
tions. In the week before 
Thanksgiving, the number 
of U.S. stores offering spe- 
cials on turkeys was at the 
lowest level since 2017, said 
Mark Jordan, the executive 
director of Leap Market 
Analytics, which follows the 
livestock and poultry mar- 
kets. ‘There will still be some 
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discounts, but some of the 
extreme giveaways are go- 
ing to be fewer and farther 
between,’ Jordan said. 

Diana Jepsen, a retiree 
from West Hartford, Con- 
necticut, said she usually 
pays $1 per pound for her 
Thanksgiving turkey. This 
year, her 23-pound Butter- 
ball cost $1.50 per pound. 
But she still thinks that's a 
good value, especially 
compared to the recent 
price increases she has 
seen for beef and chicken. 
Jepsen will celebrate 
Thanksgiving with 21 fam- 
ily members, including her 
96-year-old mother. Her 
Cuban-American family 
bastes the turkey in ad mojo 
criollo marinade. Jepsen's 
husband, George Jep- 
sen, the former attorney 
general of Connecticut, 
cooks the turkey, following 
his mother-in-law's recipe. 
Other staples they serve, 


including black beans and 
yucca, haven't increased 
in price, she said. Jepsen 
also got boxed stuffing on 
sale. 

"We still think it's a good 
bargain to be able to serve 
that many people,’ she 
said. 

Higher turkey prices could 
persist into 2022, Jandrain 
said. Feed costs remain el- 
evated, along with labor 
and transportation costs. 
That could help the turkey 
business, Nowever, which 
for years has faced falter- 
ing demand for parts like 
turkey breasts and deli 
meat. The industry slaugh- 
tered 159 million turkeys 
in the first nine months of 
2021, giving the U.S. its low- 
est per capita supply of 
turkey since 1987, Jordan 
said. Higher prices could 
encourage farmers to raise 
and slaughter more turkeys 
next year. 

For some shoppers, avail- 
ability — not price — was 
the biggest concern this 
year. Lauren Knapp, an 
economist in Rochester, 
New York, bought two fro- 
zen turkeys on sale weeks 
earlier than she might have 
because she worried about 
shortages. Knapp and her 
partner plan to make a 
practice meal on Thanks- 
giving and a second meal 
for relatives in early De- 
cember. 

"Friends in D.C. were say- 
ing it would be a chicken 
Thanksgiving because 
they can't find turkey any- 
where,’ said Knapp, who 
was relieved turkeys were 
available even though 
some items she buys, like 
low-sodium turkey slices for 
sandwiches, have been 
harder to come by this 
year.) 





GM exploring electric boats, buys 25% stake in engine maker 


DETROIT (AP) — General 
Motors is testing the water 
in electric boating by buy- 
ing a 25% stake in a Seat- 
tle company that makes 
battery-oowered outboard 
motors. 

The Detroit automaker said 
Monday that it bought the 
stake in Pure Watercraft for 
a venture that it says will de- 
veloo and commercialize 
battery electric watercraft. 


Pure Watercraft, founded 
in 2011, is worth $600 million 
after the GM deal, sookes- 
man Gabe Johnson said. 
GM said its investment Is 
worth $150 million, includ- 
ing cash and in-kind con- 
tributions. The companies 
would not disclose how 
much money GM Is putting 
into the deal. 

Privately held Pure Water- 
craft makes an _ electric 


outboard propulsion — sys- 
tem powered by a lithium- 
ion battery. It's designed 
as a drop-in replacement 
for any boat with a gas 
outboard motor from 25 to 
50 horsepower. The com- 
pany also works with boat 
manufacturers to sell com- 
plete boats, according to 
its website. 

The two companies will 
combine Pure Watercraft's 


marine experience with 
GM's engineering, supply 
chain and manufacturing 
capabilities, the automak- 
er said in a prepared state- 
ment. 

"This joint effort with GM 
Is expected to enable us 
to make significant tech- 
nological advancements 
in range and charging, 
while achieving volume 
production,’ Pure Water- 


craft founder and CEO 
Andy Rebele said. The deal 
gives GM an opportunity 
to use its electric technol- 
ogy in another industry be- 
yond automotive, said Dan 
Nicholson, vice president 
of global electrification. 
"The combined expertise 
of these two. enterprises 
should result in future zero- 
emissions marine product 
offerings," Nicholson said.) 
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Study: Warmer summers worsen tick 
infestations for US moose 





ae 


z 
t 
, wat 
hoe ao 
| , 4 
C 
" Bey —_"s 
i [| cre 


A moose is seen in Isle favale: Mich., in an sadaicd file photo. 


By JOHN FLESHER AP Envi- 
ronmental Writer 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 
— |fts a ghastly sight: ticks 
by tens of thousands bur- 
rowed info. a moose's 
broad boay, sucking Its life- 
blood as the agonized host 
rubs against trees so vigor- 
ously that much of its fur 
wears Qway. 

Winter tick — infestation 
is common with moose 
across the northern U.S. — 
Usually survivable for adults 
but less so for calves, and 
miserable either way. And 
climate change may make 
it worse, scientists reoorted 
Monday. 

Data collected over 19 
years at Michigan's Isle 
Royale National Park shows 
moose have more ticks 
during winters following 
particularly warm summers, 
according to a study pub- 
lished in the peer-reviewed 
journal Frontiers in Ecology 
and Evolution. 

Thats presumably because 
higher temperatures Quick- 
en the develooment of tick 
eggs, boosting the number 
surviving to hatch, said au- 
thor Sarah Hoy, a research 
assistant professor of ani- 
mal ecology at Michigan 
Technological University. 
"We usually think about 









one 


Professional 
secret alfairs 
Couple services 


ft Make youy wigh > 
> cone tue , 


= 
By Ly 


Associated Press 


winter having a big impact 
on moose, but growing 
evidence suggests summer 
might be even more impor- 
tant," Hoy said. 

In addition to the par- 
tial loss of their bristly win- 
ter coats, tick infestation 
makes moose anemic and 
less able to reproduce, she 
said. It's a leading cause of 
recent population declines 
in the Northeast, where 
summer temperatures 
have been surging more 
than in the Upper Midwest. 
The findings underscore the 
varied ways global warm- 
ing can affect wildlife, said 
co-author John Vucetich, 
a professor of population 
ecology at Michigan Tech. 
Much research on. that 
topic has involved preda- 
tor and prey relationships, 
he said. Vucetich, Hoy 
and colleague Rolf Peter- 
son have led the world's 
longest-running predator- 
orey study in a closed eco- 
system. It features moose 
and wolves on Isle Royale, 
a Lake Superior island park. 
"But parasites are at least 
as important as predation," 
Vucetich said. "To be a 
parasite is an easy way to 
make a living in the natural 
world. 

Previous studies have pre- 
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dicted wildlife migrating 
to different areas because 
of climate change will en- 
counter parasites to which 
they havent developed 
Immunity. Warmer tem- 
peratures are expected 
to help parasites develop 
faster and survive longer. 
The Michigan Tech team 
estimated year-to-year 
levels of tick infestation 
for hundreds of Isle Royale 
moose using photographs 
showing hair loss between 
2001 and 2019. 

The researchers devel- 
oped models with those 
figures, plus temperature 
and snowfall data and 
other information, to draw 
conclusions about climate 
change’ role. 

Winter tick life cycles be- 
gin in June as each female 
lays several thousand eggs 
in soil. They hatch a few 
months later. Larvae crawl 
Uo forest and meadow 
plants and wait for hosts — 
oreferably members of the 
deer family, which includes 
moose — to brush by so 
they can latch on. 

Deer do better than moose 
at grooming themselves 
to get rid of the pests, per- 
haps because of evolution- 
ary differences, the paper 
said. 

The ticks feed on their hosts’ 
blood through winter, then 
detach and reproduce. 
Males die, as do females 
if they fall onto snow-cov- 
ered ground. If the ground 
is dry, females survive and 
lay eggs to start the next 
generation. 

Previous studies of how 
climate change might af- 
fect tick-moose interaction 
have focused on milder 
winters, which give. ticks 
more time to find hosts 
while boosting their pros- 
pects for successful egg 
laying by reducing snow 
Cover. 

"But this new paper says, 
‘Not so fast — these subtle 
changes during summers 
can be exacerbating some 
of these effects and you 
need to pay attention to 
that as well," said Michelle 
Carstensen, wildlife health 
program supervisor with 
the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources.L] 
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HTTA 
Time - Share Owners 
Condo and Houses 
Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years 
Of doing honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 
Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
GOLD SEASON 
1BR ocean view $6K 
2BR ocean view $8K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1BR WK#44 and WK#45 
Room #706 

33 weeks remin DVC optional 
Price: $16K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


214822 





Bezos makes 
gifts to Obama 
foundation and 
NYU medical 
center 


By HALELUYA HADERO 

AP Business Writer 

Former President Barack 
Obama's foundation an- 
nounced Monday that it 
has received a $100 million 
donation from Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos, which it 
says Is the largest individual 
contribution it has received 
to date. 

Separately on Monday, 
NYU Langone Health, a 
medical center affiliated 
with New York University, 
said it has received a $166 
million gift from Bezos and 
his family. 

For its part, the Obama 
foundation said in a state- 
ment that the gift from 
Bezos is intended "to help 
expand the scope of pro- 
gramming that reaches 
emerging leaders" in the 
United States and around 
the world. LJ 


HTTA 
Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 and 46 
Room #1566 
Price : $4 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Eagle Beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 room #304 
1 Bedroom week 47 room #214 
Garden view $ 5 K each 
Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214819 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle Beach 

1BR WK#46 room#7 1 

12weeks remain 6 accelerated 

Expire: 2035 $6K 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath WK#47 

Room#103 $7K 

17 full accelerated expire: 2026 

Call:011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR Deluxe week # 48 

room # 2552 

Ocean front $ 5 K 

1 BR week 49 room # 2502 

Garden view $ 4K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Gold Coast 
2 Bedroom 2 Bath $280 K 
3 Bedroom 2 Bath $435 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Dutch Village Noord 
2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Price : $220 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 













Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

2 BR week # 50 room #630/631 

32 weeks remain $18 K 

1 BR week # 46 room #103 

21 weeks remain $7 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com- 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 
1 BR week #49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week #50 room # 316A 
Price : $ 5 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214822 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Tiera del Sol 
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully furnished with garage 
Price: $ 450K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214822 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera_ Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 
OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 


Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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By ROB MERRILL 
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gers he faced in lran as a 


Review: Titan of Tehran’ uniquely blends history, memories 


Associated Press 

When most of us get Curious 
about our family history, we 
pay a visit to Ancestry.com. 
Shahrzad Elghanayan is not 
most of us. 

She is the granddaughter of 
Habib Elghanian, arguably 
one of the most famous Ira- 
nian industrialists of all time, 
whose rise and fall mirrored 
that of his homeland. She's 
also. an award-winning 
photo journalist, trained 
to recognize a good story 
when she sees one. 

For readers not familiar with 
lranian history, this story is 
broadly summarized on the 
book's cover: "Titan of Teh- 
ran: From Jewish Ghetto 
to Corporate Colossus to 
Firing Squad — My Grand- 
father's Life.” Elghanayan 
opens In a narrative style, 
recounting how her father 
set up a shortwave radio in 
the family's New York bath- 
room so he could hear the 
news from Iran in the spring 
of 19797. On May S, 1977, 
he learns of his father's ex- 
ecution: “While our black 
shortwave droned on in the 
cold marble bathroom, my 
grandfather's bullet-riddled 
body languished in the 
prison morgue, with a card- 
board sign around his neck. 
It read: ‘Habib Elghanian: 
Zionist Spy." 

After that dramatic open- 
ing, Elghanayan — who 
spells her last name slightly 
differently from the way 


FROM JEWISH GHETTO 
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This image shows the book cover for "Titan of Tehran: —_ Jew- 
ish Ghetto to Corporate Colossus to Firing Squad - My Grandfa- 
ther's Life" by Shahrzad Elghanayan. 


her grandfather's name 
has been transliterated — 
settles in and recounts her 
grandfather's story more 
like an objective report- 
er than a beloved family 
member. 

She peppers her text with 


Associated Press 


footnotes and obviously did 
her research. For readers 
coming to the story cold, 
it can be hard to follow. So 
many foreign names and 
relationships to track. But 
those specifics won't mat- 
ter except fo historians who 


Two FOX contributors quit, citing 


be: 
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Images of Fox News personalities, from left, Tucker Carlson, 
Sean Hannity, Laura Ingraham, Maria Bartiromo, Stuart Var- 
ney, Neil Cavuto and Charles Payne appear outside News 
Corporation headquarters in New York on July 31, 2021. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two wiit- 
ers who have been paid Channel 


contributors to Fox News 
resigned, 


have 


citing Tucker Carlson's "Pa- 
triot Purge" documentary 
on last January's U.S. Capi- 
tol insurrection as a last 
straw for them. 

Jonah Goldberg and Ste- 
ohen Hayes, who put out 
a Substack newsletter on 
conservative news called 
The Dispatch, had both 
worked for Fox since 2009. 
"The voices of the resoon- 
sible are being drowned 
out by the irresponsible," 
they wrote on their site. 
They did not immediately 
return messages from the 
Associated Press on Mon- 
day. 

Fox had no comment on 
their criticisms. Carlson told 
The New York Times that 


source to consult. 

The most readable parts of 
the book are in the first per- 
son as Elghanayan remem- 
bers her childhood in Teh- 
ran. (Her father moved the 
family to New York in 1977 
about two years before 
Ayatollah Khomeini and his 
Iskamic revolutionaries top- 
pled the Shah.) Here she 
is remembering the large 
family home her father left 
behind: "In a large cage, 
we kept dozens of pigeons, 
and | worried about the 
one with brown and white 
feathers who stood apart 
from the gray ones. Being 
different, | thought, put him 
in some sort of danger." 

But Elghanayan avoids in- 
serting herself too much 
into the narrative, choosing 
to focus on her grandfa- 
ther's story. And what a sto- 
ry. He was Iran's version of a 
Rockefeller or Carnegie — 
a self-made millionaire who 
saw business opportunities 
everywhere after World 
War ll as Iran moved quickly 
to modernize its economy. 
He and his six brothers build 
an empire that among oth- 
er things introduces plastic 
to Iran. The boom years last 
for decades. In 1973-1974, 
the country's gross national 
oroduct rises 30%, and it's 
easy to see why Habib El- 
ghanian loved his country 
SO mMuUCN. 

But it's that love of country 
that blinds him to the dan- 


their departure was great 
news. "Our viewers will be 
grateful," he said. 

"Patriot Purge" is a three- 
part documentary _ re- 
leased last month on the 
Fox Nation streaming ser- 
vice. In it, Carlson argues 
that Jan. 6 is being used 
as a pretext for persecu- 
tion of conservative Ameri- 
cans, and compared it to 
how falsehoods were used 
in the lead-up to the Iraq 
Wear. 

Goldberg and Hayes 
called the documentary 
a collection of incoherent 
conspiracy-mongering, 
which is "riddled with fac- 
tual inaccuracies,  half- 
truths, deceptive imagery 


prominent Jewish business- 
man during the ayatollah's 
rise to power. Elghanayan 
struggles fo Understand 
why her grandfather didn't 
leave Iran when he could, 
before the Revolutionary 
Guard began tracking and 
killing prominent Jews. Was 
it national pride? Stubborn- 
ness¢ ‘| havent done any- 
thing wrong, Habib tells 
four of his family members 
during a visit to New York 
about six months before his 
execution. "| built buildings, 
| built factories... | haven't 
done anything bad fo Iran 
that anyone would want to 
get me for anything." 

The hindsight of history, 
of course, makes his ac- 
tions seem tragic in the ex- 
treme, but writing this book 
has obviously brought his 
granddaughter a sense of 
peace. ‘As | have delved 
into our former homeland's 
record of injustices, to us 
and so many others, I've 
stopped yearning for this 
faraway land where I'd 
never have the opportunity 
to flourish because of my 
religion or my gender. That 
kind of yearning is nothing 
more than toxic romanti- 
cism." 

In sharing her grandfather's 
remarkable story with the 
world, Elghanayan manag- 
es to avoid such romanti- 
cism, telling a very personal 
story that also contributes 
to the historical record.L] 


‘Irresponsible’ voices 


and damning omissions." 


They said it was the most 


egregious example of a 
long-term trend of opinion 
hosts amplifying the false 
claims and bizarre narra- 
tives of former President 
Donald Trump, while Fox's 
news side reports the truth. 
"If a person with such a 
platform shares such mis- 
Information loud enough 
and long enough, there 
are Americans who will 
believe — and act upon 


— it," they wrote. ‘This isn't 


theoretical. This is what ac- 
tually happened on Janu- 
any 6, 20271); 

The two. writers haven't 
been on most of Fox's 
opinion shows lately. LJ 
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Correa, Freeman, Scherzer among baseball's top free agents 


By NOAH TRISTER 

AP Baseball Writer 

With a possible lockout on 
the horizon, it's been most- 
ly business as usual on the 
free agent market — so far. 
Detroit signed left-hander 
Eduardo Rodriguez. Hous- 
ton retained star righty Jus- 
tin Verlander. Noah Synder- 
gaard went from the Mets 
to the Angels on an expen- 
sive one-year deal. 

The deadline to accept 
qualifying offers came and 
went last week, further clar- 
ifving who was heading to 
the open market. 

It remains to be seen wheth- 
er the uncertainty about 
the next labor agreement 
will affect offseason moves 
for the top players avail- 
able, but it's clear there are 
plenty of good options for 
teams looking to upgrade. 
Here's da look at baseball's 
top free agents by position. 
Players’ current ages are in 
parentheses: 

LEFT-HANDED STARTER 
Carlos Rodon, White Sox 
(28) 

I's a toss-up between 
Rodon and Robbie Ray. 
Rodon didn't really threat- 
en Ray in the Cy Young 
vote, but his ERA was about 
a half a run lower and he's 
also younger. And Ray re- 
ceived a qualifying offer 
while Rodon did not, so 
that may make Rodon a 
more enticing target. 
Other options: Ray re- 
bounded impressively from 
a poor 2020, but he isn't 
some one-year wonder. He 
was very good in 2017 as 
well. Clayton Kershaw has 
never pitched for anyone 
but the Dodgers, but he's 
available now and at age 
33 can still be effective if 
healthy. 

LEFT-HANDED RELIEVER 
Aaron Loup, Mets (33) 
Loup went 6-0 with a 0.95 
ERA in 65 appearances. 
Opponents hit .192 off him. 
Other options: Andrew 
Chafin was impressive last 
season for both the Cubs 
and Athletics. Tony Watson 
cut down on the walks af- 
ter being traded from the 
Angels to the Giants. 
RIGHT-HANDED STARTER 
Max Scherzer, Dodgers (37) 
No signs yet of any major 
decline for Scherzer de- 
spite his age. He's had an 


Kelsea Ballerini, left, and Freddie Freeman present the award for male vocalist of the year at the 





55th annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021, at the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, 


Tenn. 


ERA at 3.15 or lower in eight 
of the last nine seasons — 
the only time it was higher 
was in the shortened 2020 
campaign. 

Other options: Kevin Gaus- 
man was good in 2020 and 
looked like a Cy Young 
contender this year until a 
second-half stumble. Mar- 
cus Stroman gave the Mets 
a 3.02 ERA over 33 starts in 
2021. 

RIGHT-HANDED RELIEVER 
Raisel Iglesias, Angels (31) 
Iglesias saved 34 games for 
Los Angeles, and things did 
not go smoothly for the Cin- 
cinnati bullpen after he left. 
He's had at least 30 saves in 
each of the past three non- 
shortened seasons. 

Other options: Kenley Jan- 
sen seemed to be slipping 
after three straight years 
with an ERA over 3.00. Then 
he lowered it to 2.22 this 
year and held opponents 
to a .153 average. Tampa 
Bay signed Collin McHugh 
before last season, and 
that alone is a good en- 
dorsement of a reliever's 
potential. He went 6-1 with 
a 1.55 ERA. 

CATCHER 

Yan Gomes, Athletics (34) 


There aren't any star catch- 
ers available this year, but 
Gomes can provide a bit 
of pop. Other options: Ro- 
berto Pérez hit 24 homers 
in 2019 and then batted 
under .200 in 2020 and 
2021. Robinson Chirinos hit 
double-digit homers three 
straight seasons from 2017- 
19 but has played only 71 
games since. 

FIRST BASE 

Freddie Freeman, 
(32) 

Losing Freeman would be a 
major downer for the World 
Series Champions, but the 
five-time All-Star and 2020 
MVP. will obviously com- 
mand a big price. Even at 
first base it's hard to find this 
kind of consistent produc- 
tion. 

Other options: Anthony 
Rizzo's OPS has been under 
800 the past two seasons, 
but he's the only other big 
name available at first. 
Brad Miller is coming off a 
20-homer season in Phila- 
delohia but is unlikely to 
provide a high batting av- 
erage. 

SECOND BASE 

Marcus Semien, Blue Jays 
(31) 


Braves 
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Let's list Semien as a sec- 
ond baseman — where he 
mostly played this season 
— and avoid a tough deci- 
sion at shortstop. Semien hit 
45 home runs this year while 
playing all 162 games, and 
he finished third in the MVP 
vote. He has the most WAR 
of any player in baseball 
since the start of the 2019 
season, according to Base- 
ball-Reference.com. 

Other — options: Cesar 
Hernandez hit 18 home 
runs for Cleveland this sea- 
son before being traded 
to the White Sox. Donovan 
Solano's offensive numbers 
dioped slightly this year but 
he was a solid contributor 
for the 107-win Giants. 
THIRD BASE 

Eduardo Escobar, Brewers 
(32) 

Escobar hit 28 home runs 
this year in the first full sea- 
son since he slugged 35 in 
2019. He played a bit at 
first, second and shortstop 
in addition to third. 

Other options: Kyle Seager 
got a big ovation from Se- 
attle fans at the last game 
of this season — they were 
apparently well aware that 
he might be moving on to 


another team. Jonathan 
Villar's stolen base numbers 
arent what they used fo 
be, but he can still provide 
double-digit homers. 


SHORTSTOP 
Carlos Correa, Astros (27) 
Correa made his big 


league debut at age 20 
and reaches free agency 
well shy of his 30th birthday. 
That makes him a good bit 
younger than some of the 
other top players on this list, 
and he may be the most 
sought-after name this off- 
season. 

Other options: There are 
plenty of good shortstops 
available this year. Corey 
Seager Is also 27, and Trev- 
or Story just turned 29. Ja- 
vier Baez turns 29 on Dec. 1. 
OUTFIELD 
Starling Marte, 
(33) 

Kris Bryant, Giants (29) 

Nick Castellanos, Reds (29) 
Marte did what he could 
to helo the A’s down the 
stretch, and he ended up 
with an .841 OPS this year 
for Oakland and Miami. 
Bryant doesn't turn 30 until 
January and can obviously 
play third base in addition 
to the outfield. Castellanos 
set career highs in homers 
(34), batting average (.309) 
and OPS (.939) this year. 
Other options: Avisail Gar- 
cia hit a career-high 29 
homers for Milwaukee and 
is only 30 years old. Chris 
Taylor remained produc- 
tive for the Dodgers while 
playing six positions. Japa- 
nese slugger Seiya Suzuki hit 
38 homers this season with 
the Hiroshima Toyo Carp. 
DESIGNATED HITTER 

Nelson Cruz, Rays (41) 

Cruz may finally be slowing 
down, but only a little. He 
hit 32 homers this year but 
posted an .832 OPS, his low- 
est since 2012. 

Other options: Kyle 
Schwarber finally ended up 
with an American League 
team when he was traded 
from Washington to Boston. 
He can play the outfield, 
but he's known for his bat, 
and his role will likely de- 
pend on where he goes 
and what the rules are. 
Mitch Moreland spent a lot 
more time at DH than at 
first base this year, and his 
offensive numbers dipped 
significantly.) 
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Analysis: some teams just needed more time to bloom 


By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 
Patrick Mahomes and the 
Kansas City Chiefs are back 
in a familiar soot. Same for 
Bill Belichick and the New 
England Patriots. 

The Chiefs and Patriots 
have surged fo first place 
in their respective divisions 
with monthlong winning 
streaks. The Colts, 49ers and 
Eagles have also turned 
things around in Novem- 
ber. 

In the NFL's longest season, 
counting teams out before 
Halloween was premature. 
The Chiefs beat Dallas 19-9 
on Sunday for their fourth 
straight victory since a 27-3 
loss fo Tennessee on Oct. 
24. They now lead the jum- 
bled AFC West by a half- 
game over the Chargers 
(6-4) and should be favor- 
ites to win their sixth straight 
division title. 

Mahomes had a career- 
low passer rating against 
the Titans and some peo- 
ple were questioning if the 
26-year-old had _ already 
played his best football in 
his first four seasons when 
he won an NFL MVP award 
and a Super Bowl MVP tro- 
ohy in consecutive years. 
Since then, Mahomes has 
seven touchdown passes 
and only two interceptions 
during Kansas City's four- 





Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes heads off the field following a 19-9 victory over 
the Dallas Cowboys in an NFL football game Sunday, Nov. 21, 2021, in Kansas City, Mo. 


game winning streak that 
has been fueled by a sud- 
denly stingy defense that 
has allowed just 11.8 points 
per game in that span. The 
Unit allowed just three field 
goals to Dak Prescott and 
the league's top-ranked of- 
fense. 

"Since the second half of 
the Tennessee game, those 
guys have been playing 
better," Mahomes said of 
the defense. "It got lost be- 
cause the offense wasn't 
playing very well. We were 
winning games because of 


our defense and people 
were so used to our offense 
going out and putting up 
these numbers. But every 
weekend | was right here 
at the podium saying don't 
lose track of how good our 
defense is playing. To go up 
against an offense like the 
(Cowboys) that has put up 
SO many yards and scores, 
and shut it down, that's im- 
oressive." 

If Kansas City's improved 
defense continues to play 
well, Mahomes and the 
Chiefs could be playing in 
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the Super Bowl for the third 
year In a row. 

One of the top teams 
standing in their way will 
be the Patriots, a scenario 
nobody could've envi- 
sioned when New. Eng- 
land opened the season 
2-4. Back then, it seemed 
the Patriots’ wild, soending 
frenzy in free agency was 
wasted money. But New 
England kicked off Week 
11 with a 25-0 win at Atlan- 
ta on Thursday night. The 
Pats (7-4) have won five in 
a row behind a strong de- 
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fense and solid play from 
rookie quarterback Mac 
Jones. After a rare losing 
season, they're back lead- 
ing the AFC East, a division 
New England owned for 
two decades before Tom 
Brady left for Tampa Bay. 
The Colts started 0-3 with 
new quarterback Carson 
Wentz coming over from 
Philadelphia after a dismal 
season with the Eagles that 
looked like if would carry 
over to his new home. But 
Weniz has been steady — 
18 touchdowns, 3 picks — 
and Indianapolis has won 
six of the last eight games. 
Jonathan Taylor was spec- 
tacular in a dominant 41-15 
win at Buffalo on Sunday, 
scoring five TDs. At 6-5, In- 
dianapolis is back in the 
playoff race. 

The 49ers were 2-4 after 
losing four in a row and 
many were wondering 
when coach Kyle Shana- 
han would bench Jimmy 
Garoppolo for rookie Trey 
Lance. But Shanahan stuck 
with Garoppolo after the 
worst game of his career in 
a 30-18 loss fo the Colts and 
the veteran has resoonded 
with a string of strong per- 
formances. Garoppolo has 
posted a passer rating over 
100 in four straight games, 
leading San Francisco to 
three wins. ) 


Ortiz, Howard, Lincecum, A-Rod new fo Hall of Fame ballot 





Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Tim Lincecum throws to the 
Baltimore Orioles during a baseball game in Baltimore, Sun- 
day, July 10, 2016. 


NEW YORK (AP) — David 
Ortiz, Ryan Howard, Tim 
Lincecum and Alex Rodri- 
guez are among 13 first- 
time candidates on the 
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Hall of Fame ballot of the 
Baseball Writers’ Associa- 
tion of America, joining 17 
holdovers. 

Steroids-tainted stars Barry 


Bonds and Roger Clem- 
ens make their 10th and 
final appearance on the 
BBWAA ballot along with 
Curt Schilling, who fell 16 
votes shy of the neces- 
sary 75% in last year's bal- 
loting. Schilling appeared 
on 71.1% of ballots, Bonds 
61.8% and Clemens 61.6%. 
Justin Morneau, Jimmy 
Rollins and Jake Peavy 
also are new fo the ballot 
along with Carl Crawford, 
Prince Fielder, Joe Nathan, 
Jonathan Papelbon, A.J. 
Pierzynski and Mark Teix- 
eira, the Hall and BBWAA 
said Monday. 

Holdovers include Bobby 
Abreu, Mark Buehrle, Todd 
Helton, Tim Hudson, To- 
rii Hunter, Andruw Jones, 
Jeff Kent, Andy Pettitte, 
Manny Ramirez, Gary Shef- 


field, Sammy Sosa, Omar 
Vizquel and Billy Wagner. 
Sosa also will be on the 
ballot for the final time af- 
ter receiving 17% last year. 
BBWAA members with 10 
or more consecutive years 
of membership are eli- 
gible to vote. Ballots must 
be postmarked by Dec. 
31 and results will be an- 
nounced Jan. 25. 

Any players elected will 
be inducted into the Hall 
at Cooperstown on July 
24 along with anyone 
elected by the Golden 
Days Era and Early Base- 
ball Era committees, which 
are scheduled to meet on 
Dee 25: 

No was elected by the 
BBWAA in last year's vote, 
and Schilling asked after 
the vote that the Hall re- 


move him from the ballot. 
‘It's all right, the game 
doesn't owe me anything," 
he said during a live video 
stream on his Twitter ac- 
count. Clemens has de- 
nied using performance- 
enhancing drugs and 
Bonds has denied know- 
ingly using them. Bonds 
also Nas been accused 
of domestic violence and 
Clemens of maintaining a 
decadelong _ relationship 
with a singer who was 15 
when they met. 

Rodriguez was suspended 
for the 2014 season for vi- 
olating MLB's drug policy 
and collective bargain- 
ing agreement, and Ortiz's 
name was alleged to have 
appeared on a list of play- 
ers who tested positive dur- 
ing 2003 survey testing.L] 


